Discussions 1: answering those questions 
  
1- What social/philosophical values are reflected in the statements by  Jefferson and Adams? [hints: There are at least two values involved. Think in terms of how social ideals are related to how societies actually function.] 
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2-  Does it seem to you that the majority of present-day American voters live by these values? Explain your response by citing from your own observations, formal and informal educational experience.   


Helpful information 
Values of two of the "founding fathers", authors of the US Constitution:


i.     Thomas Jefferson, author, Declaration of Independence, and co-author Constitution of the United States of America
1787 December 20 (to James Madison): "Above all things I hope the education of the common people will be attended to ; convinced that on their good sense we may rely with the most security for the preservation of a due degree of liberty.";
1789 January 8 (to Richard Price) "...wherever the people are well informed they can be trusted with their own government...";
1816 January 6 (to Charles Yancey) "If a nation expects to be ignorant & free, in a state of civilisation, it expects what never was & never will be. " http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/quotations-education

ii.   economic influences on political decisions by "the American people":
"If the American people ever allow private banks to control the issue of their currency, first by inflation, then by deflation, the banks and corporations that will grow up around them will deprive the people of all property until their children wake up homeless on the continent their Fathers conquered...I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties than standing armies... The issuing power should be taken from the banks and restored to the people, to whom it properly belongs." Thomas Jefferson:
http://www.monticello.org/search/google/government%20and%20business?query=government%20and%20business&cx=006345817381697734709%3As4g8s1pruky&cof=FORID%3A9&sitesearch=


"All the perplexities, confusion and distress in America arise, not from defects in their Constitution or Confederation, not from want of honor or virtue, so much as from the downright ignorance of the nature of coin, credit and circulation."   John Adams
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/john_adams_164125

one of the other students work as an example:

1. What social/philosophical values are reflected in the statements by Jefferson and Adams? [hints: There are at least two values involved. Think in terms of how social ideals are related to how societies actually function.] 
One of Thomas Jefferson's values that stands out the most is that of enlightenment. Jefferson emphasized the importance of some type of education in order to truly be free and have that liberty that is rightfully ours. We can't possibly expect to be free if we don't know our rights and if we don't question the things that can affect us in some way or another. 


John Adams had values that were geared towards the economic factors of people lives. Adams believed that most of the problems in the country came from economic faults such as letting private banks have power over the people. Everyone has different economic standings, hardships, and situations so it would be foolish for banks to be in control of the people as a whole.
1. Does it seem to you that the majority of present-day American voters live by these values? Explain your response by citing from your own observations, formal and informal educational experience.   
As for enlightenment and education, I believe that most people still live by these values but to a different extent. Personally, pursuing higher education was just an option that I decided to take. My parents never forced my sister and I to do anything but they did expect us to do well in whatever endeavor we chose. If we go back in time, I'm sure this would not be the case for most people, as higher education was seen as something crucial and necessary. In a larger scale, enlightenment, these days, if often associated with the knowledge of sociopolitical issues in our country and in others as well. This knowledge is now easier to gain than ever because of the internet and social media.

